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101 MOST ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BIBLE 
 
50. Why the need for illumination? 
Why cannot man and women simply read the Bible and respond to its teachings apart 
from the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit?  After all, most of the Bible was written 
on an eighth grade level.  The problem however has to do with the heart and not the 
brain.  It is a spiritual rather than an intellectual issue.  In fact, as a result of sin, human 
beings are plagued with a four-fold blindness.  Why then the need for illumination? 
A. The blindness of unbelievers 
1. Natural blindness 
a. The fact of this blindness  
“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one”  (Rom. 3:10-12). 
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
“Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others” (Eph. 2:3). 
b. The reason for this blindness  
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” 
(Psa. 51:5). 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit” (Jn. 3:6). 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 
c. Some examples of this blindness  
• Jesus’ own half brothers 
“For neither did his brethren believe in him” (Jn. 7:5). 
“I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my 
mother's children” (Psa. 69:8). 
• The Epicureans and Stoics on Mars’ Hill 
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“And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and 
others said, We will hear thee again of this matter” (Acts 17:32). 
• The Roman governor Festus 
“And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, 
thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad” (Acts 
26:24). 
• Worldly political, religious, and scholarly leaders 
“Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8). 
2. Satan’s blindness 
“And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went 
forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls 
came and devoured them up: . . . Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When 
any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh 
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way side” (Mt. 13:3-4, 18-19). 
“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them” (2 Cor. 4:4). 
3. Judicial blindness 
a. Upon godless Jews  
“Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have 
eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a 
rebellious house” (Ezek. 12:2). 
“And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them 
in parables? . . . Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing 
see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them 
is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For 
this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them . . . O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
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henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord” (Mt. 13:10, 13-15; 23:37-39). 
“And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which 
see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind” (Jn. 9:39). 
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened 
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25). 
“But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 
untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away 
in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 
heart” (2 Cor. 3:14-15). 
b. Upon godless Gentiles  
“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish because they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 
Thess. 2:8-12). 
B. The blindness of believers 
“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not 
able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among 
you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” (1 Cor. 3:1-
3). 
“Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of 
hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need 
of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even 
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb. 
5:11-14). 
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And 
to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in 
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
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knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins” (2 Peter 1:5-9). 
“But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 Jn. 2:11). 
“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, 
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, 
I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”  (Rev. 3:14-17). 
 
 
